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Megiddo  incan 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 


“a place of God.” 


—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 


What Does the Bible 
Mean to You? 


You will find this eight-page leaflet a 
convenient way to create opportunities to 
discuss the truth on various Bible subjects. 
It contains brief and pithy answers to 15 
Biblical questions, some of which are: 


What is man’s nature? 

Is heaven to be our future home? 

Will Jesus return to earth? 

Is there a place of torment for the wicked? 
Who or what is the devil? 

Shall earth be destroyed? 


As a representative of true Bible teach- 
ings you cannot afford to be without these 
tracts. Send for a supply today. 


Price per 100 50 cents. 





MEGIDDO BIBLE LESSONS 


As a further study of the Scrip- 
tures and a guide to daily living, 
we recommend this eight-page pub- 
lication. It is published once every 
two weeks for the purpose of helping 
and instructing our distant friends to 
better and holier living. 


It contains items and discussions 
from the Adult Megiddo Bible Class, 
held cach Sunday at the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church. 


If you are not acquainted with this 
publication send for a free sample 
copy. 

Subscription rates: One year 50 cents 











A TREATISE 
ON THE HOLY SPIRIT 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 


Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 


Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 
When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 
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Our Leader and Guide 
Dear Friends: 

The Mecippo MESSAGE is our leader and 
guide to the Word of God. Without it we 
would be like the rest of the world, tossed 
to and fro with every wind of doctrine. So 
with humbleness of heart we thank you all. 

Andalusia, Ala. 

D. McD. 


Fellowship—by Mail 
Dear Sister: 

Since meeting you I can almost picture 
you in your letters, sitting across from me, 
engaged in a most delightful conversation 
on the greatest subject in the world: “God’s 
Coming Kingdom and the Preparation Nec- 
essary to Gain It.” As no man liveth to him- 
self, so the help given by advice or correc- 
tion is like a ready remedy for the healing 
of the many ills and aches of the carnal 
man. 

Truly, duty is more courageous than any- 
thing of physical valor. Sometimes it seems 
that we humans are victims of a creeping 
listlessness or a “time enough” attitude, and 
what a great amount of rousing we need 
to rise quickly from such a state to do the 
Master’s bidding. We therefore must not 
yield to cowardly fears as we see the signs 
of the times getting more pronounced, but 
keep the plants of truth steadily flourishing 
in our gardens until He comes and claims 
His own. 

South Amboy, N. J. 

L. M. K. 


If Christ Should Come Today 
Dear Sister: 

Suppose Christ were coming today: That 
would be our main concern. And it must be 
our main concern, for it will not be long be- 
fore He is here; and woe unto those whom 
He finds unprepared. Let us be thankful 
that we still have a little time to make good. 
The only safe way is to use every minute to 
the glory of God. It is all for our own bene- 
fit: for we shall reap as we have sown. 

Toronto, Ont., Can. 

S. R. 


Booklet for Group Bible Study 
Dear Sir: 

I have read The Coming of Jesus and 
Elijah. My friends and I think it an ex- 
cellent book. A small group of us have used 
it in our Bible Study. 

Morrinsville, N. Z. 

Mrs. B. A. C. 


Before School 
Dear Brother: 

We like the hymn, “Scatter Seeds of Lov- 
ing Deeds.” W— has been learning it, so 
we tried it yesterday morning. We sing one 
or more songs every morning before the 
children start for school, so they will have 
something uplifting to think about. 

Peoria, Arizona 


C. H. F. 
















































SERIES: 


THY KINGDOM COME 


PART FIVE 


ESTABLISHING THE KINGDOM 


heavenly Kingdom upon earth is the actual setting 

up of that Kingdom. This was God’s plan from the 
very time when the first “blueprints” for earth’s crea- 
tion were drawn. “Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion,” said the 
angels at the time when they began the process of spirit- 
ual creation (Gen. 1: 26). And as Moses, the great law- 
giver, recorded, God declared: “But as truly as I live, 
all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord” 
(Num, 14: 21). 

In the four former articles of this series we have cov- 
ered a number of the necessary steps. The transition from 
what the world is today to what it will be when God’s 
Kingdom is established here is so drastic and far-reach- 
ing that we could not reasonably expect the change-over 
to be either simple or painless. Just to refresh our minds 
on the steps involved, and their sequence, we list them 
briefly: First, the appearance of Christ’s forerunner, 
the prophet Elijah, to inform the nations of Christ’s im- 
minence, and to warn them to prepare to submit to the 
new order. The resurrection of the covenant-makers will 
also be accomplished by Elijah and the attendant angels. 
Second: the appearance of Christ in person to His 
Church—composed of faithful and unfaithful servants— 
including living and resurrected; the meeting in the air; 
the Judgment, which will determine the winners in the 
race for eternal life; and the marriage of the Lamb to His 
bride, His faithful Church. Third: Christ’s appearance to 
the nations of the earth, the demand for world-wide sur- 
render to the new order, followed by the great Battle of 
Armageddon to enforce that demand. These steps, plus 
the task of reconstructing a battle-scarred earth, will 
take about forty years (Micah 7:15, 16). 

The old order destroyed, the resistance overcome, con- 
ditions will then prevail which permit God’s Kingdom 
to come into being. Religious groups who accept to a 
certain degree the Scriptural plan of an ultimate King- 
dom on earth, often blind themselves and their followers 
to the unpleasant picture of the inevitable holocaust that 
must precede that age of bliss. In the parable of the 
nobleman going into a far country to receive for himself 
a kingdom and return, it is said, “But his citizens hated 
him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not 
have this man to rule over us.” And upon His return the 
edict went forth: “But those mine enemies, which would 
not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay 
them before me” (Luke 19:14, 27). Again, speaking of 
the time of His second coming, Jesus foretold it would be 
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as it was in the days of Noah and as in the days of Lot. 
Both of these occasions were accompanied by devastating 
judgments. So likewise, God’s Kingdom on earth cannot 
possibly come without a thorough purge of the elements 
which resist progress. 

Now let us canvass the evidence concerning the nature 
of the Kingdom. A kingdom is a political entity which 
necessarily embraces four basic elements: territory, a 
ruling group headed by a king, subjects, and laws. All 
these elements are covered prophetically in the Bible. 


Territory 


The Lord’s Prayer reveals the territory which God’s 
Kingdom will occupy: “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth.” The Kingdom will be a literal kingdom 
and will be established on the earth. Daniel 7: 27 informs 
us that the Kingdom will not only be on earth, but that 
it will be world-wide, leaving no chance for divided au- 
thority: “And the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
ness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him.” That Kingdom shall prevail 
“under” the whole heaven. Also Revelation 11: 15 reveals 
the extent to which the new order will replace the old: 
“, . and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdom of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever.” 

In Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the great metallic image, 
interpreted by Daniel as representing the kingdoms of 
men, the stone hurled without human hands at the feet 
of this image, or extremity of man’s authority, struck 
such a devastating blow that they were driven away as the 
chaff of the threshing floor till they could not be found. 
Then the “stone,” representing the Kingdom of God 
(Dan. 2: 44), grows until it fills the whole earth (v. 35). 
In Psalm 2 Christ is promised the “uttermost parts of 
the earth” for His possession, and according to Psalm 72 
His dominion is to extend “from sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth.” 

As a matter of fact, all the divine promises to human- 
kind focus upon the earth as the home of the saved among 
its inhabitants. Jesus in one of the Beatitudes, Matthew 
5:5, promises the meek this earth for their inheritance: 
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” 
Revelation 5:9, 10 reads, “And they sang a new song, 
saying, Thou . .. hast made us unto our God kings and 
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priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” And in chapter 
21:3, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them.” In one psalm, the 37th, we are 
told six times that the righteous shall inherit the earth. 
Verse 29 is precise and to the point: “The righteous shall 
inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever.” Another 
Old Testament promise runs: “For the upright shall 
dwell in the land, and the perfect shall remain in it” 
(Prov. 2:21). The prophet Isaiah speaks eloquently of 
his hope for the righteous of the earth: “Thy people also 
shall be all righteous: they shall inherit the land for ever, 
the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that 
I may be glorified” (60:21). 

According to Jesus in Matthew 25, He, the King, shall 
say to those on His right hand, “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” And again: “Fear not, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom” (Luke 12:32), and this Kingdom will be on 
the earth. 

The nationalistic trend of recent years has led to the 
demand of Asia for the Asians, Africa for the Africans, 
and the Middle East for the Arabs, and so on; and accord- 
ing to the Almighty’s plan, the earth is for the children of 
men. “The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s: but 
the earth hath he given to the children of men” (Ps. 115: 
16). 


The King and His Associate Rulers 


The Scriptures are very specific on the rulership of 
God’s Kingdom on earth. Being a kingdom, the supreme 
authority must of necessity be a king. A number of one- 
man governments have come into being during the past 
quarter century, partly due to the fact of their ability 
to get things done, while the democracies tend to become 
debating societies with much important business stymied 
by endless red tape and interparty wrangling. But too 
often the dictators do the wrong thing. Once they get into 
power they may become ruthless extremists, interested 
only in perpetuating their tenure in office with no thought 
of the interests of the people. God’s Kingdom also will be 
a dictatorship; however, Christ will be an entirely dif- 
ferent kind of dictator. God will not permit a man to rule 
over others until he first has learned to rule himself. The 
God of Israel, speaking through King David, said: “He 
that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God” (II Sam. 23:3). 

A casual canvass of the Biblical statements on the 
question of the kingship will leave no doubt but that 
Christ will fill the position of chief ruler on earth. When 
the angel Gabriel announced the birth of Christ to Mary 
he said: “Behold thou shalt... bring forth a son, and shalt 
call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end” (Luke 1:31—33). The prophet 
Zechariah had already foretold this happy ending of 
events: “And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one” 
(14:9). The Psalmist agrees with Zechariah: “For the 
kingdom is the Lord’s: and he is the governor among the 
nations” (Ps, 22: 28). Christ, as Lord of all in His realm. 
will fulfill these prophecies. In the 72d Psalm King David 


in colorful language describes the noble munificence of 
his greater Son, Christ. “In his days shall the righteous 
flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon en- 
dureth. He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. ... Yea, all 
kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve 
him. For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth; the 
poor also, and him that hath no helper. . .. His name shall 
endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as 
the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations 
shall call him blessed” (vs. 7, 8, 11, 12, 17). 

Then Christ will have associate rulers with Him, 144,- 
000 of them (Rev. 14: 1). He is “Lord of lords, and King 
of kings: and they that are with him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful” (Rev. 17:14). Like their King, 
during their mortal career they learned complete self- 
control, hence are fit to rule others. They will fulfill the 
divine forecast: “I will also make thy officers peace, and 
thine exactors righteousness” (Isa. 60:17). 

The book of Revelation makes a number of allusions to 
this associate kingship. “He that overcometh, and keep- 
eth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over 
the nations... . To him that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne” (Rev. 2: 26; 3: 21). Referring 
again to Rev. 5: 10, the same facts are stated: “And hast 
made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall 
reign on the earth.” Daniel 7:27, already quoted, re- 
veals that the Kingdom and dominion under the whole 
heaven shall be given to the “people of the saints of the 
Most High,” Christ the great King, and His associate 
rulers. 

The apostle Paul was familiar with the arrangement 
for the rulership of God’s Kingdom on earth. The saints 
are to be heirs and joint-heirs with Christ in His king- 
ship on the earth (Rom. 8:17); the saints “shall judge 
the world” (I Cor. 6:2). The author of the book of He- 
brews, writing to the Jewish Christians, employs the 
term “we,” in speaking of the recipients of the Kingdom: 
“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably with reverence and godly fear” (Heb. 12: 
28). Every member of the true Church or bride of Christ 
will share the rulership with Him. 

In Jesus’ parable of the talents (Luke 19), He likened 
Himself to a nobleman going into a far country, “to re- 
ceive for himself a kingdom, and to return.” When this 
was spoken, Imperial Rome was at her zenith, holding 
sway over a vast empire around the Mediterranean and in 
western Europe. Judea being a part of this empire, Jesus 
would be familiar with the formalities required of a 
seeker after office, such as the government of a province 
or tetrarchy. He must go to Rome, the seat of govern- 
ment, to have his credentials and qualifications examined 
and to receive his commission. So Jesus has gone into a 
“far country,” into heaven itself, where He has been 
judged, accepted, and commissioned, and at the Father’s 
right hand He awaits the day when He shall return with 
authority to rule as king over the whole earth. 


The Subjects of the Kingdom 


Earlier in this article we surveyed at some length the 
Bible teaching regarding the reward for the righteous 
among earth’s inhabitants. It was repeatedly declared to 
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be a home on the earth made over new, a place in Christ’s 
Kingdom when it is established on earth, when heaven 
has stretched out her curtains to take in our little planet. 
Now this concept differs radically from popular religious 
thought. The average person who gives some concern to 
a hereafter, anticipates that it will be spent in some 
vague realm away from the earth. As his relatives or 
friends are claimed by death, he has the feeling that 
while their body is cold and lifeless, the intelligent man, 
the soul or spirit, lives on in some heavenly realm. Now, 
to speak plainly, this belief is not Scriptural. 

Now these observations bring us to the point of the 
subjects, or populace of the Kingdom. The Kingdom will 
be on earth, hence every factor entering into the King- 
dom—the King, the ruling group, the territory, the sub- 
jects, as well as the laws to govern them—will be upon 
earth. A statement in Psalm 67: 4 is enlightening: “‘O let 
the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge 
the people righteously, and govern the nations upon 
earth.” Portions of Psalm 72 bear directly on the point 
of the subjects of the Kingdom. “He shall judge the poor 
of the people, he shall save the children of the needy, and 
shall break in pieces the oppressor. They shall fear thee 
as long as the sun and moon endure, throughout all gen- 
erations. ... They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust... . Yea, 
all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall 
serve him” (vs. 4, 5, 9, 11). 

As has been pointed out, the class of faithful who are 
accounted worthy of ruling with Christ are relatively 
few in number (Rev. 14:1), a “little flock,” to whom it 
is the Father’s good pleasure to give the kingship. These 
alone could never fill the earth with God’s glory, as prom- 
ised in Numbers 14: 21. The “nations” over whom they 
will rule, or subjects of the Kingdom, are described in 
Rev. 7:9 as “a great multitude, which no man could 
number.” They are the survivors of the purifying judg- 
ments of God and their descendants (Zech. 13:9), whose 
mild probation in the millennial reign of Christ is some- 
thing very different from the rugged experience of the 
rulers in the preceding 6,000 years, when everything was 
against them. They stand before the throne and serve, 
whereas the others sit upon it. 

At the close of the Millennium, those of this class who 
have made themselves worthy shall be rewarded with 
immortality, and Eternity begins—the finished work of 
God. This blessed state is described in Rev. 21:3, 4, 23, 
24, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself [Emmanuel, God with us] shall be with 
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed away... . 
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which 
are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of 
the earth do bring their glory and honor into it.” 


Laws 


We now have come to the last of the factors needed for 
a kingdom, and that is laws. God’s heavenly Kingdom will 
have laws. No governmental structure could function 


efficiently without laws. Isaiah 2 makes this point crystal 
clear and identifies the source of high Authority from 
whence these laws emanate: “And it shall come to pass 
in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto 
it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the 
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (vs. 2, 3. 
See also Micah 4: 1—4). 

No one anywhere can plead ignorance of law, for such 
a mighty campaign of education will be waged that all 
shall know the Lord, from the least to the greatest (Jer. 
31:34). There will be no dark spots or backward areas, 
“for the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the 
glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 
2: 14). 

The law will be everywhere and always present, in the 
form of immortal watchmen and overseers, to check de- 
linquency before it starts. “Thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when 
ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left” 
(Isa. 30: 21). 

A law unenforced or unenforceable, is worthless. In the 
Kingdom of God, there will be for the first time in history 
perfect enforcement of a righteous Law; stern, inevitable, 
impartial, for the benefit of all and not for a favored 
class. This law will have teeth. No overt disobedience will 
be tolerated. Isaiah the magnificent, beholding in vision 
the glories of that future Kingdom, saw also the thing 
which will protect its glories from tarnish. It is very 
simple. “For the nation and kingdom that will not serve 
thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly 
wasted” (60:12). 

“And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left 
of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall 
even go up from year to year to worship the King, the 
Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And 
it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families 
of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord 
of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain” (Zech. 14: 16, 
17). Obtaining the blessings in that bright new world 
will depend upon obedience to the laws that will emanate 
from Jerusalem, the City of the great King. 


NEXT ISSUE, conclusion of series: 
AND HE SHALL REIGN FOR EVER 





THE FRAGRANCE OF FORGIVENESS 


When the din from the market place has ceased 
And dusk is standing by with purple cloak, 
Think on this saying from the East: 


“Forgiveness is the fragrance 
Of a trampled hyacinth.” 


Sublime thought, 

Repaying injury with the sweetness 
Of a crushed flower. 

I strive for the white pinnacle 

Of such an hour. 


—Selected. 











Precious Moments 


The days come and soon are past, 

How short a time they seem to last. 

But how do we use them? are they speeding away 
And we not using them every day? 


Are we enduring faithful each day 

So with Christ to live, and evermore stay? 
Or are we the moments wasting away, 
These precious moments day by day? 


Use them all, while they last; 

These moments soon will all be past. 

Use them in service, faithful and true; 
They will last no longer than morning dew. 


Use them in learning more of God’s words; 
Keep them, and someday you'll fly like the birds. 
Use them in helping all them that fall. 

Be an example as was righteous Paul. 


Use them in spreading the gospel, so great; 
Hasten to do this before it’s too late. 

Use them in letting the light of truth shine in; 
Resist temptation and do not sin. 


Use them in watching that your speech be with grace; 
So in soon-coming day Christ to see, face to face. 

Use them in helping all those that fall. 

Keep it full of oil, and the reward in sight. 


Use them in watching what you do and say; 
Letting truth shine in all the day. 

Use them in giving to others all day; 

Watch thoughts and words and actions alway. 


Use them in thinking on things that are true; 
Do this so that soon you may reign with the few. 
Use them in thinking on things that be honest, 
So in that bright day you'll find rest, sweetest rest. 


Use them in thinking on things that are just; 
To gain the grand kingdom, do this we must. 
Use them in thinking on things that are pure; 
If we do this now, the reward is sure. 


Use them in thinking on things that are lovely; 
On things that are noble, and true, and godly. 
Use them in thinking on things of good report, 
We must do this now, for the time is short. 


Use them in sowing seeds of kindness and love, 
So in time to come we may visit planets above. 
In this manner, let us use every moment while it lasts, 


Knowing that these precious moments soon will all be past. 


—Submitted by a ten-year old member. 





“Little by little,” said a thoughtful boy; 
“Moment by moment I’ll well employ; 
Learning a little every day, 
And not misspending my time in play; 
And still this rule in my mind shall dwell: 
"Whatever I do, I’ll do it well.’” 


A Maiden’s Faith 


The following playlet is performed by a reader and 
three children who act in pantomime. 


PROLOGUE 


NAAMAN the Syrian was captain of the host of the king, 
a great man and honorable, and a mighty man of valor. 
Yet he humbled himself that he might be healed of the 
leprosy that was sapping his life. 

We are blessed to have no cause to fear this plague. 
Yet today we too must humble ourselves to escape a lep- 
rosy far more deadly. For spiritual leprosy, the deceitful 
promptings of the flesh, is the great underlying cause of 
all spiritual ill-health, and in the end ushers its victims 
to death’s everlasting domain. 

In this one act drama, NAAMAN’S departure to the land 
of Israel has caused no small stir in his household, but 
be of good cheer, the ending is better. 


MISTRESS. (As NAAMAN’S very troubled wife paces the 
floor) It’s utterly preposterous! Outrageous! ... Naaman 
ought to know better! Gone to the land of Israel to be 
healed! Nonsense! Just the thought of it is absurd!... 
Whatever possessed me to tell him what that maid said 
anyway. ... Naaman is always being taken up with new 
ideas (sighs). Well, I guess it is all my fault. 

(Enters a happy, singing maid who bows low to greet 
her mistress.) 

MAIDEN. Good morning, mistress! 

MISTREss. Good morning! Don’t know as it is good. It 
looks like rain to me, and we’ve had enough of that! 

MAIDEN. Rain or shine, I’m always happy. And I’m 
especially happy when I think that soon my master will 
return, and I feel confident that he will be healed of his 
leprosy. 

MISTRESS. Healed! Healed! Do you really believe that? 
Such things as lepers being healed don’t happen nowa- 
days! I’ve never seen anything like it in all Syria, and 
I don’t believe in such foolishness! 





“My dear, you have been the means of the greatest of blessings 
in our home.” 


~——> 








~——* 
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MAIDEN. Nay, my mistress. It is not foolishness to be- 
lieve that God will heal my lord, Naaman. There is still a 
prophet of God in Israel! 

MISTRESS. Do you really believe that he will be healed? 

MAIDEN. Yes, I truly do. I have faith that God will do 
all that He promised to do. Some day this whole world 
will shine forth in beauty and no one will ever be sick 
any more. Every day I’m working to be worthy to live 
when God sets up His wonderful Kingdom right on this 
earth. .. . But I know the prophet Elisha can heal my 
master of his terrible leprosy! (MAIDEN goes about her 
dusting.) 

MISTREss. What faith she has in her God! . . . What 
faith! I wish I had faith like that! 

MAIDEN. (Jn sudden listening attitude) I hear horses’ 
hoofs! Do you suppose it is lord Naaman? 

MIsTREss. No such thing as his returning yet. It prob- 
ably will be many days, ... and how disappointed he will 
be. (They listen as horses draw nearer and stop.) 

(Enter NAAMAN greatly excited) 

NAAMAN. I’m healed! I’m healed! Thank the God of 
Israel! He is the true God! See my arm! I am perfectly 
well. I’m a healed man. I shall never serve any other God 
but the true God. It’s the happiest day of my life! .. . 
Oh, I have so much to tell you! 

MISTREss. O Naaman, how wonderful! How wonderful! 
And you are really healed? What joy it gives me! Now 
you must tell us all about it, and tomorrow let us have a 
feast and invite our friends to celebrate this great oc- 
casion with us. 

NAAMAN. Yes. Tomorrow we shall invite our friends to 
a feast, and tell them all my wonderful experiences, how 
the true God heals even leprosy. Maiden, you are no 
longer a servant. (Tosses down her dust cloth) You shall 
have gold, and fine garments, and all the comforts and 
pleasures that we enjoy. (Tenderly places hand on her 
head) You shall be as a daughter to us. I am indebted to 
you for my very life! Your faith in the true God has lit 
the torch of faith in Syria, and is destined to light many 
more in our land. 

MISTRESS. (Lovingly puts arm about maid’s shoulders) 
My dear, you have been the means of the greatest of bless- 
ings in our home, as well as a faithful servant. Now you 
shall be rewarded by sharing all that we have. 

MAIDEN. (Kneeling) Oh, how can I thank you, and lord 
Naaman enough, and thank my God for His wonderful 
goodness! 

NAAMAN. Let us all thank Him, the true God. He is the 
God we shall serve henceforth and forever! (All kneel in 
prayerful attitude) 





BOYS WANTED 


Boys of spirit, boys of will, 

Boys of muscle, brain and power, 
Fit to cope with anything— 

These are wanted every hour. 


Not the weak and whining drones, 
Who all trouble magnify; 

Not the watchword of “I can’t,” 
But the nobler one, “T’ll try.” 


Do whate’er you have to do, 
With a true and earnest zeal; 
Bend your sinews to the task— 
“Put your shoulder to the wheel.” 


In the workshop, on the farm, 
Or wherever you may be, 

From your future efforts, boys, 
Comes your final destiny. 


Paul the Missionary 


NE of the greatest missionaries of all time was the 

apostle Paul. We are familiar with where he went 
and how he went. What we want to impress on our minds 
is why he went. 

Was he one of those uneasy persons who always feels 
there is something more wonderful over the next hill? 
Or was he so fickle and unstable as to be unable to stick 
to a steady, monotonous job? Or did the free meals and 
lodging to be had at the converts’ houses lure him from 
place to place? Or perhaps he was a man who loved ap- 
plause, so that his chief source of satisfaction where- 
ever he went was receiving a hero’s welcome from breth- 
ren, 

The answer to the aforementioned possibilities is an 
emphatic, No! Paul’s only reason for traveling was to 
further the Gospel. There was a burning desire in his 
heart to spend and be spent for Christ. This was inten- 
sified by a keen realization of his horrible past: he had 
persecuted the church. To use his own words, Of sinners 
I am chief (I Tim. 1:15). 

Today if a man were to rush in on helpless members 
of the church, kill one or two and drag others off to tor- 
ture and prison, we could not find words bad enough to 
describe him. Yet this is just what Paul had done. How- 
ever, the greatness of his character is shown in the fact 
that he did not try in later years to varnish over his 
deeds; he confessed them openly. 

Paul did not travel just to see the country. Had this been 
his object, he would never have joined the Christians. 
In his former position he no doubt had money with which 
he could have traveled in ease and without hardships. 

If Paul had traveled to see the world’s wonders he 
would have extolled their majesty in his writings, but 
he makes no mention of them. Though his journeys took 
him through some of the most scenic places of the old 
world, he was bent on grander and more lasting business 
than sight-seeing. 

Nor was it for self-aggrandizement that he traveled, for 
just consider the welcomes he received: he was stoned, 
beaten, imprisoned, driven from city to city. Rather than 
endure such persecution many people would stay home; 
in fact, that is just what they did. But Paul was on fire! 
He was a firebrand, causing new fires to spring up and 
rekindling the old wherever he went. 

The distance Paul traveled in all his journeys com- 
bined would hardly exceed that traveled by a modern 
missionary on a six weeks’ tour across and around our 
own country. Much of Paul’s journey would be on foot; 
good stout shoe leather would wear thin, bones would 
ache, but the truth must go forward. There would be 
little protection from the elements, the freezing nights, 
stormy days, no clean, soft motel beds along the way, but 
many lice-ridden and filthy inns. On board ship there 
were no staterooms such as we know; there were no 
planes to wing over separating seas. Yet Paul had the 
advantage as he walked, or rode on horseback or camel: 
he made more human contacts, for everyone as a rule 
was interested in hearing from a traveler. As he walked 
he met others walking. There were huts in the valleys, 
tents on the plains, and he was talking, always talking 
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about one thing—the good news of the coming Kingdom. 
He did not rush through a town in a high-powered 
automobile; he had time to talk, to persuade. To small 
gatherings as well as to vast crowds he spoke with sin- 
cerity and conviction. And people listened to hear what 
he had to say, even though they might disagree with him 
in the end. 

A man was needed in that age to spearhead a great 
missionary movement and Paul was that man. He seemed 
to adopt for his motto the saying of Rabbi Hillel, “Where 
there are no men, be thou a man.” He was privileged to 
have faithful helpers with him, but in times when he had 
to stand alone the angel of the Lord stood by him in all 
his travels across mountain ranges, burning deserts, 
green valleys, dangerous gorges, treacherous seas and 
lakes, through cities, villages, in hovel or palace, through 
life, through death. And for him awaits the crown of life 
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give him at 
that day; and not to him only, but to all them also that 
love His appearing with a love like Paul’s, a love which 
finds its expression in proclaiming His coming and pre- 
paring to meet Him. 





Whatever Your Lot—Build 


HEN Wellington said that the Battle of Waterloo 

was won on the cricket field at Eton he was ex- 
pressing in a picturesque way a truth which many men 
learn too late, or never at all: the truth that the victories 
of life are not won at the scene of action, but in the quiet, 
obscure hours of preparation. The time to be working, 
building the character that will measure up to the stand- 
ard set by the Almighty, is in these ordinary days that are 
allotted to us. Now, while time is on our side, we should 
lay the solid foundation for our future growth. 

To squander time is sin. There is only a limited amount 
of time in the deposit of human energy and productive 
span of life. To abuse it or misuse it is evil. Paul realized 
the value of time when he wrote to the Ephesians, “Be 
strictly careful then about the life you lead; act like sen- 
sible men, not like thoughtless; make the very most of 
your time, for these are evil days” (ch.5: 15, 16, Moffatt). 
The Psalmist solemnly reminds us of the brevity of life: 
“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom” (Ps. 90: 12). We must not squander 
our time on matters that do not contribute to our spirit- 
ual welfare or the essentials for this life. We must be 
continually disciplining ourselves in the proper use of 
time so that the wasted minutes will disappear and pro- 
ductive hours will appear. Moral character left to itself 
deteriorates. To develop it requires time and hard work. 
Just as it takes effort to lift a heavy object from the 
ground, it takes effort to lift one’s life above the debase- 
ment of laziness, envy, avarice and carnality. 

Fortunately, our salvation does not depend upon our 
ability to attain to fame or fortune or worldly greatness. 
Most of us would fail on any of these counts. Instead, God 
has chosen the Christian message, which is “Christ cru- 
cified,” the offering as a living sacrifice of His mystical 
body (Rom. 12:1; I Cor. 12:27), a complete death to 


sin (Rom. 6:10). This is entirely within our power to 
perform. 

In the business world men of reputation recognize the 
importance of self-control and the difficulty by which this 
is attained. In the building of characters which will 
qualify for kingship and priesthood in the Kingdom of 
God, this is even more important and more difficult. For 
while in temporal affairs one may get by with a show 
of control, in the spiritual the heart must be pure. No 
bitterness or resentment must remain within; no secret 
designs or concealed practices can be retained. All must 
be transformed. This may sound difficult, and it is dif- 
ficult, but we have the assurance that all who aspire to 
this loftiest of goals can accomplish the feat. Therefore, 
whatever our lot in life—build. 

We need to labor to anticipate the trials which will 
test us, and fortify ourselves against their eventuality. 
In this way we learn little by little to be prepared for 
them. We must school ourselves to look beneath the sur- 
face of life with the determination and desire to seek its 
real and lasting values. Then at some unheralded moment 
we will be prepared to face each trial squarely and over- 
come it. But if we have not placed the proper value on 
the ordinary days, then in the hour of trial we shall learn 
the stern truth of moral cause and effect which we ig- 
nored. Like Pilate, we shall surrender at the point of op- 
portunity because we never believed our shortcomings 
would ever be set in the light of trial which would show 
how important their mastery was. 

Most men take the way of life that lies nearest at hand 
in religious matters. They have neither the desire nor 
inclination to gain knowledge for themselves. A few ex- 
ercise their freedom to select the path they will travel. 
But only a determined few have the courage, the stamina, 
the dominant desire to finish the course to be worthy of 
the eternal inheritance that comes from the victory over 
self. Our thinking and actions determine which road we 
pursue. 

Think deeper, then, whatever your lot in life may be. 
Look for God’s great lessons in every circumstance and 
learn them while you may. Every trial is for our develop- 
ment, not for our downfall. No problem is so exacting, 
or demands for its solution such infinite patience and per- 
sistence as making the old man over into a new creature. 

If the secrets of our hearts were revealed, it might be 
found that we become discouraged because we have not 
sufficient patience with ourselves. Perhaps we become dis- 
heartened by our failure to overcome obvious faults or to 
cast out those hidden sins which are known only to God 
and ourselves. It may be a broken resolution, the failure 
to hold conquered ground, or the unexpected return of an 
old trial in its old force, that discourages us. It may seem 
that no progress is being made; or that we are continually 
rebuilding a fallen structure. This is the time we should 
take heart and build the harder. At such times we should 
not slacken our effort, nor tear down what we have al- 
ready done. 

There is no struggle so severe and exacting as bring- 
ing self into subjection to God’s ways and thoughts, nor 
is there any victory so noble or gratifying as that which 
a man gains over himself. Nothing is more difficult than 
to reform character, but nothing is so permanent, so re- 
warding, as a character made over new. Therefore, what- 
ever our lot in life—BUILD. 
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Musings of the Editor 


IFE on the jungle floor is described as “desperate.” How 
like the jungle is the world through which we travel. 

Low levels are all about us: crime, moral corruption, war 
menace, etc., are as troublesome as the mire and swamp, the 
insect and serpent, the ferocious animals and impenetrable 
undergrowth with its darkness, dangers, struggling life and 
hovering death. But in those regions high above the earth 
there are places where the trees grow tall and straight. There, 
LEVELS sometimes at only about 150 feet, is sunlight, 


vitality and beauty. There is a veritable con- 
servatory of extravagant beauty and in great 
profusion, and delicious fruits in abundance. 

The distance from the groveling life of the flesh to the 
heights where the spiritual man may thrive is not measured 
in feet or miles, but is no less marked. We may travel where 
we will, may mingle with the greatest minds of the world, 
either personally or by a study of their writings, may attain 
worldly wisdom and gain the honor of man, but so long as 
we remain on the level of human thought we are a prisoner 
of the jungle. A short distance upward lies the realm where 
grow the roses of Sharon and lilies of the valley, and which 
is full of the good fruit of mercy. Only an earnest reaching 
upward for the knowledge that comes “from afar,” only a 
willing heart to accept the wisdom which is “from above,” 
will bring us to that realm. 

Our lamp lights the way upward. By following its glowing 
rays we can rise above the earthly to a higher atmosphere 
where there is sunlight and vitality. Foes there will always 


be in this mortal state. For these we must ever be watchful, 
ever ready to give battle, but by arming ourselves with the 
mind of Christ we can rise to a spiritual plane where the petty 
annoyances and trivialities of life lose their power and the 
battle is easier. 

We, as Christians, are under obligation to let the march of 
time find us making the supreme effort to live each day in 
the sunshine of truth, in the tree tops where the beautiful fruits 
of the Spirit may grow to perfection and every jungle enemy 
is put beneath our feet. Clad in the armor of God we shall 
conquer, and having conquered all enemies that would de- 
stroy it we shall, in God’s good time, enter into life—rich, 
beautiful, abundant, perpetual. However, let us not forget 
that 


The goal is not reached at a single bound; 
But we build the ladder by which we climb 
From the things of earth to the heights sublime, 
And we mount to the summit round by round. 





“Vet there is a pause—even in the days when Jerusa- 
lem was destroyed there was a pause, that the children 
of God might flee from it. 

“There is a stillness before the storm; lo! there is 
blackness above, but not a leaf quakes: the winds are 
stayed, that the voice of God’s warning may be heard. 
Hear it now! ... Repent, and forsake evil; do justice; 
love mercy, put away uncleanness from among you, that 
the spirit of truth and holiness may fill your souls and 
breathe through your streets and habitations, and then 
the pestilence shall not enter, and the sword shall pass 
over you and leave you unhurt.” 








‘So teach us to number our 


unto wisdom.” 





days, that we may apply our hearts 
—Psalm 90: 12. 








Time 


When as a child, I laughed and wept, 
Time crept; 

When as a youth, I dreamed and talked, 
Time walked; 

When I became a full-grown man, 
Time ran; 

When older still I daily grew, 
Time flew; 

Soon I shall find in traveling on, 


Time gone. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3: 5, 6). 


There is a good reason—several good reasons, in fact— 
why we should heed this direct and lucid commandment. 
For one thing, our own understanding is too small; there 
is not enough of it. It is also too fickle and faulty. Granted 
that it is the best we have been able to develop by our own 
efforts in the few million years that man has been on the 
earth, it still is not good enough. It has let us down too 
many times in the past, and would do so again. A famous 
infidel once likened human reason to “a flickering torch 
by stumblers carried in a starless night, blown and flared 
by passion’s storm”; but concluded that this feeble light 
is man’s only guide. 

It is fortunate that we are not compelled to subscribe 
to this idea. Fortunate, because in temporal things human 
reason has done badly enough, and certainly it could not 
be trusted when we deal with eternal things. A noted 
contemporary theologian comments that Hebrew thought 
and Greek thought differed in that the former proclaimed, 
“Thus saith Jehovah,” while the latter said, “Thus it 
seems to me.” Greek thought, he concludes, is better. 

We do not agree. The world has had more than enough 
of “thus it seems to me,” in both natural and spiritual 
things. The end result speaks for itself. The divided, 
confused, paganized state of the religious world today— 
“the scandal of Christianity,” one author terms it—is the 
result of men leaning unto their own understanding. If 
there were nothing higher, nothing more authoritative 
than the opinions and deductions of men, the outlook 
would be darker than dark. Man possesses little or no 
true knowledge; in God dwells all wisdom. Man has noth- 
ing of eternal value to offer; Jehovah has; therefore 
we shall abide by “thus saith Jehovah.” 

The acceptance of God’s thoughts as superior to our 
own, invariably postulates a mental revolution, a reversal 
of our thinking processes. Most of us are egocentric 
enough, and inclined to think more highly of ourselves 
than we ought to think; and to reach the point where one 
divine sentence is more to us than all the lore and learn- 
ing of the world is no small task. It requires first, faith; 
second, faith; third, faith. Not a blind faith but a faith 
based on reason and evidence, that faith found in Romans 
10:17, a faith that will lift us above ourselves and our 
narrow outlook to broader horizons of thought. 

“Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you 
seemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a fool 
that he may be wise. For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God,” saith the great apostle (I Cor. 3: 
18, 19). He does not really have to become a fool; he is 
that already. He needs but to realize and acknowledge it. 

A sort of spiritual insolvency must be experienced, a 
realization with the Prophet that “the way of man is not 
in himself; it is not in man that walketh to direct his 
steps” (Jer. 10: 23). We should know this by experience, 


for we have so often tried it and failed. Not many people 
are proficient in conducting their temporal affairs; and 
when eternity is at stake, we should and must feel our 
weakness and utter inability to guide our own steps. 

Once this inadequacy is recognized, what then? Were 
we to stop with recognition, all would be lost; it would be 
like diagnosis without treatment. When a business firm 
finds itself hopelessly involved and unable to pay its debts, 
there are two courses open. One is to be adjudged bank- 
rupt and its assets liquidated for the benefit of its credi- 
tors; in other words, to fold up and quit business. The al- 
ternative is receivership, the operation of the enterprise 
by a management appointed by the creditors, with the 
hope of pulling it out of its troubles. 

Our lives have been wrecked by poor management, and 
the sooner we admit it the better. But to throw ourselves 
into bankruptcy, to quit business, would be to wreck our 
future as well as our past, and to betray those who have 
invested their confidence in us. Our physical assets are 
sound enough—we can do the work—if we will only turn 
everything over to the great Receiver who has wisdom to 
direct our ways. “In all thy ways acknowledge him”—no 
reservations, no concealed assets, but an unconditional 
surrender of all we have and are. Then begins the long, 
slow climb to solvency, a rugged way but the only honor- 
able and successful one. 

Let no one think that this surrender and change of 
management absolves him from future struggle, or that 
he can now relax and let another do the whole work. On 
the contrary, this is only the beginning. He will have to 
think harder and work harder and watch closer than ever 
before, if he expects to get “out of the red.” While in re- 
ceivership we have nothing we can call our own. Every 
penny of our income must be accounted for and used to 
the glory of God, every minute of our time profitably em- 
ployed. We ourselves can make the receivership a success 
or a failure. If we fail in our stewardship, if we are lazy 
or negligent or try to introduce our own ideas of manage- 
ment, we will assuredly be called to account and forced 
into complete bankruptcy, even that which we seem to 
have being taken from us. 

It would be difficult to find a life among the worthies 
cf old which offered more by way of human experience 
and example than that of Paul. His was the completely 
surrendered life. “The prisoner of Jesus Christ,” he calls 
himself. In those days a prisoner had few personal rights, 
and Paul claimed none. “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,” 
he more frequently subscribes himself. Doulos, in the 
Greek, means “slave,” and is so rendered in the more re- 
cent translations. “The slave of Jesus Christ,” that is the 
ultimate in self-abnegation, the complete extinction of 
individuality. The Roman slave had no rights, no person- 
ality, not even gender, being known by the neuter term 
“service.” Paul felt no humiliation or fear in his service, 
for he served a Master whom he could trust. “I know 
whom I have believed,” he said, “and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day.” He gloried in this service, looking 
ahead to the Day when, having fought a good fight, fin- 
ished his course and kept the faith, he should be re- 
warded with a crown of eternal life, freedom from all the 
ills and limitations of mortality. No longer a servant 
then, but a joint-heir and co-ruler with Christ. We can 
do it, too, if we follow his pattern. 


Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


If I understand your teaching correctly, mortal people 
shall live on earth during the age to come. How do you har- 
monize this with the statement of Jesus that those counted 


worthy to obtain that age cannot die any more (Luke 20: 
35, 36)? 


Two classes of people (immortal and mortal) shall live 
on earth during the millennial age to come: first, the 
rulers or bride of Christ who have been developed during 
this 6,000 years and are crowned kings and priests of 
the new world (Rev. 5:9, 10). “. . . neither can they die 
any more: for they are equal unto the angels” (Luke 20: 
“ad a are the first fruits unto eternal life (Rev. 14: 
1—4). 

Then there are the mortal nations, or subjects of the 
Kingdom, who submitted to the reign of Christ during 
the Battle of Armageddon, and their posterity. The 
thousand years is their probationary period, their day 
of opportunity to gain eternal life. Living conditions in 
that day will far surpass the present order. Life span 
will be a minimum of 100 years (Isa. 65: 20), sickness 
shall be no more (Isa. 33: 24; 35: 5, 6), violation of God’s 
law shall be quickly suppressed (Isa. 30:21), and the 
knowledge of God shall be universal. Nevertheless, the 
mortal nations shall be subject to death. The resurrec- 
tion and the final judgment at the close of the 1,000-year 
period (Rev. 20:5, 12) will bring to an end the last 
enemy on earth—death. Then the subjects, who have 
made themselves worthy during this 1,000-year period, 
shall live, never to die any more. They are the great 
multitude which no man can number, the clusters which 
shall be gathered (Rev. 14:18; 7:9). 


How can we become God’s child? 


By nature we are children of wrath, of the flesh, and 
not of God (Eph. 2:3; Rom. 9:8). We become a child 
of God by adoption into His family. As in the natural, 
we have to comply with the law of adoption, and that 
law is to be led by the spirit or word of God (Rom. 8: 14, 
15; John 6: 63). That spirit of truth and light will lead 
to holiness of character (Ps. 43:3). 


Why does Isa. 33: 14 speak of “everlasting burnings” if 
there is no literal hell? 


The text reads as follows: “Who among us shall dwell 
with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with 
everlasting burnings?” The reference is to God’s judg- 
ments, as the definition of “fire” implies: “Fire is a sym- 
bol of destruction, whether of men or of things, so that 
to be destroyed by war is said to be destroyed by fire; 
figuratively used of the judgments of God.” “Everlasting 
burnings” has no connotation of eternal torment. See 
Jude 7 which advises that Sodom and Gomorrah are “set 
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire.” The fire was not eternal in the sense that the cities 
still burn, but eternal in that it was destruction from 
which there was no recovery. So the “everlasting burn- 
ings” of God’s coming judgments will utterly destroy evil 
workers. It will be an “everlasting destruction” from 
which they will have no second chance to repent (II Thess. 
1:9). 
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CURRENT 


The prophet’s pertinent question is, Who among us 
shall live when evil men are annihilated? Who? “He that 
walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that de- 
spiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands 
from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hear- 
ing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil” (Isa. 
33:15). 


Was John the Baptist the reincarnation of Elijah? 


First, what is reincarnation? It is the belief that the 
souls of the dead return in another form or body: either 
plant, animal, or human form. The idea—growing from 
the attempt to escape from the reality of death—is as old 
as man. It is traceable in Hinduism, Buddhism, Lamaism 
(the religion of Tibet) and in modern theosophy. It is 
not Biblical. Paul said, “There is one kind of flesh of men, 
another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of 
birds” (I Cor. 15: 39)—no chance of change, or of merg- 
ing from one flesh to another. According to Job, “There is 
hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, 
and that the tender branch thereof will not cease... . 
But man dieth, and wasteth away: . . . man lieth down, 
and riseth not” (Job 14: 1—12). 

When John was asked if he was Elijah, he plainly re- 
plied, No, I am not that prophet (John 1: 19—23). John 
came “in the spirit and power of Elias” (Luke 1:17), 
that is, “with the same zeal and courage against sin” (Gr. 
Testament). He was herald of Christ’s first advent (Isa. 
40:3; Matt. 3: 1—8), as Elijah is to be herald of Christ’s 
second advent (Mal. 4:5, 6; Matt. 17:11). 


Why is Christ’s coming so often said to be in “clouds”? 


“Clouds,” by figurative Scriptural definition, are com- 
panies of angels. See Ps. 104:3; 68:17. At Christ’s sec- 
ond advent He is to be accompanied by “myriads of his 
holy ones” (Jude 14, Moffatt) ; “millions of angels” shall 
be at His service (Dan. 7: 10, Moffatt). 





OBITUARY 


GRANT ULYSSES MYERS 


On Friday, October 4, Brother K. E. Flowerday was 
called to conduct the funeral services of Grant Myers, 
West Fairview, Pa. Our brother had been acquainted with 
the teachings of the Megiddo Church since 1924, and it 
was the truth of God’s Word that provided the principal 
joy of his life during his declining years. He was always 
a welcome visitor at our Rochester headquarters, and his 
hearty hand shake and keen interest in divine things 
will not soon be forgotten. Our brother, deceased at 
eighty-nine, is survived by a sister, Mrs. Nettie Hooper 
of Mechanicsburg, Pa.; one son, John H. Myers of our 
Rochester congregation; and two daughters, Mrs. Viola 
Miller, Marysville, Pa., and Mrs. Romaine Ensminger, 
West Fairview, Pa., with whom he made his home for 
many years, and who cared tenderly for him during his 
final illness. 

Funeral services were held at the Musselman Funeral 
Home in Lemoyne, Pa. Interment in Chestnut Grove 
Cemetery, Marysville, Pa. 

To those who mourn, we would say, in the words of 
Paul, “Look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eter- 
nal.” 
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When Nehemiah stood before the king 
His heart was sad, his countenance forlorn; 
For did they not distressing tidings bring, 
Enough to cause the stoutest heart to mourn? 
“Why art thou sad?” the king inquired in haste. 
And Nehemiah, trusting God, replied, 
“The city of my fathers lieth waste, 
The gates are burned, and foes our fate deride.” 


“And what wouldst thou?” the king in kindness asked. 
“That thou wouldst grant me leave, and letters give; 
For I will go, and hasten to the task, 
Till all my brethren have a place to live.” 
The king consented, and permission gave 
That lumber from his forests might be brought; 
And Nehemiah, bold in God, and brave, 
Came to his own, and their assistance sought. 


“Now up, and to the building with a will; 
Repair the wall, and raise the city gates. 
Arise, and work; for God is with us still; 
But he who lingers, or long hesitates 
Shall not be blessed.” Thus Nehemiah cried. 
We know the rest, how, bending to the work, 
Each with his weapon girded to his side, 
They toiled, and scarcely one was known to shirk. 
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We have a wal] that must be raised again, 
Buildit } o A rampart not composed of wood or stone; 

A bulwark to keep out all forms of sin; 
And we cannot perform the task alone. 

We need the help of brethren tried and true, 
Who will not shrink whene’er the need is great. 

We need the aid of valiant comrades who 


In time of danger will not hesitate 
t ¢ , To wield the Spirit sword, God’s holy Word, 
And put the skulking enemy to flight. 
Yes, such companions are to be preferred 
To those who dare to trust in their own might. 


In union there is strength, and if our Lord 
Approve of it, His blessing will be sure. 


So join your hearts and hands with one accord, 
a Work with a will, and to the end endure. 


The wall we build must stand the stress and strain 
Of enemies from outside, and within; 
And there are those who sing the old refrain, 
“It is impossible to cease from sin.” 
We cannot let them cause the least delay, 
Or pause to wipe the moisture from our brow; 
But we must labor through life’s fleeting day, 
For time is surely of the essence now. 


So let us labor, that we may present 
A wall no foe can scale, or overthrow; 
For every moment in such building spent 
Will pay a hundredfold, and more, we know. 
And great will be our joy in that glad day, 
When, having toiled both hard and ceaselessly, 
We hear the blessed Master-Builder say, 
“Ye builded well, and for eternity.” 


—L. L. S. 
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